CHAPTER V

MADEMOISELLE ANTOINETTE POISSON,
DEBUTANTE

Toinette is taken to a fortune-teller. Necromancy in the century. Her
new bedroom. Typical furniture and engravings. Her beauty. Delicate
health. Her maidDorine. Importance o/soubrette in century. Toinette
is received in Madame de Tenciris salon. Madame Poisson apostro-
phizes her pug. Toinette3s lessons in singing, declamation, engraving,
dancing. Her accomplishments. Ambition.

6 God was missed by these people newly entered in the way of atheism,
and His absence left in them an emptiness which nothing succeeded in
filling. Then they would try unconsciously to catch Him again and
spread out their arms to the world of invisible powers to bring back, if
not the dogma they could no longer understand, at least something of
the mystery beyond death, for they had to reach the supernatural to
shake their mournful indifference.9 (JEAN MOURA and PAUL
Lou VET in their essay on Saint-Germain.)

Mademoiselle Antoinette Poisson was speedily cured
of her cold, and even sooner of her eagerness to
return to Poissy. Life with Mamahad become sur-
prisingly pleasant. It had all begun like this: Mama had taken
her to a fortune-teller, a Madame Le Bon, who could tell you
all you had ever done and see into the future, and this lady had
predicted that she, Toinette, would one day be almost a queen!
She did not know what that might mean, but it sounded
pleasant. It is likely that Madame Poisson, seeing the girl's
promise of beauty and charm, and hearing rumours that the
young King, now five years married and with several chil-